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Abstract. The 164 ,384 adds new information about the complexity of the mechanism of antiestrogen action and gives additional models to explore the biological responses of these compounds.
The utilization of anti-estrogens has opened a new era in the investigation of the control of estrogen action. Owing to its lack of toxicity, one of these drugs, tamoxifen, is one of the anti-estrogens most frequently used as additive hormonal therapy in breast cancer (1, 2) . However Vaginal and uterine cells of fetal guinea pig were isolated using the method described previously (7) . Briefly Fig. 3A and 3B, the antiestrogen ICI 164,384 provokes a significant stim¬ ulation of the progesterone receptor in the vagina, as well as in the uterine cells. This finding is in opposition to the antagonistic estrogen properties found in other models for this anti-estrogen (5, 6, 15 (22) found no effect of estrogens on increasing the number of uterine cells of immature rat in cul¬ ture, despite the fact that the level of estrogen re¬ ceptors in these cells is similar to that in vivo.
In conclusion, the present data supply additional information of the complexity of the mechanism of anti-estrogen action; also, it can open new possibil¬ ities to understanding the biological response of these important drugs.
